
GENERAL MUSIC ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

Assessment Unsatisfactory  Improvement Needed Satisfactory High Achievement

(Point Value) 1 2 3 4

Participation

Student rarely listens to 
instructor and and is not 
involved in class activity. 
Student expresses a poor 
attitude towards 
activity/teacher and 
demonstrates a complete lack 
of effort.

Student sometimes listens to 
instructor and needs to be reminded 
to stay on task. Student sometimes 
expresses a poor attitude in class and 
rarely tries his/her best.

Student usually listens to the 
instructor and rarely needs a 
reminder to stay on task. Student 
is respectful toward the teacher 
and expresses a positive attitude 
and good effort during class.

Student always listens to 
instructor and stays on task. 
Student is extremely respectful 
and always demonstrates 
outstanding effort. Student 
sometimes does extra work on the 
subject/activity.

Music Skills 
and 
Involvement

Student never sings, actively 
moves or plays instruments in 
class. Student never answers 
questions or is actively 
engaged in subject matter 
during instruction.

Student frequently does NOT sing, 
move or participate in instrument 
playing. Student rarely answers 
questions or is actively engaged during 
instructional time. 

Student sings, actively moves, 
and plays instruments in class. 
Student is actively involved in 
almost the entire period of 
instructional time.

Student always sings, moves, and 
plays instruments energetically 
and with focus. Student is always 
actively engaged and frequently 
answers questions during 
instructional time.

Facilitation of 
Learning 

Student never enters class in 
an orderly manner, and is 
frequently out of seat 
disrupting other students. 
Student makes no effort to 
keep focused on the lesson and 
is often disrespectful of 
classmates and teacher during 
instructional time.

Student rarely enters class in an 
orderly manner, and is frequently out 
of seat without permission. Student 
asks questions or makes statements 
that are not relevant to the lesson. 
Student is frequently disrespectful to 
teacher during class.

Student usually enters class in an 
orderly manner and is rarely out 
of seat without permission. 
Student is usually respectful of 
classmates and teacher and 
rarely makes irrelevant comments 
in class.

Student always enters in an 
orderly manner is quickly ready to 
begin class. Student  only asks 
relevant questions and is always 
respectful of teacher and 
classmates. Students often see 
this students as a musical mentor 
or role model.

Written 
Assessments

Student does not keep up with 
his/her music notes and is 
usually unprepared. Student 
performs poorly on written 
assessments or fails to hand 
them in on time.

Student is inconsistently prepared and 
has a sloppy or incomplete music 
notebook. Student struggles with 
written assessments or sometimes 
forgets to turn them in.

Student is usually well prepared 
and has a neat and complete 
music notebook. Student 
consistently performs well on 
written assessments and turns 
them in when they are due.

Student is always well prepared 
and has an excellently written and 
organized music notebook. 
Student exceeds expectations  on 
written assessments and 
consistently hands them in on 
time.


